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November 26, 2019 

The Right Honourable Justin Trudeau, P.C., M.P.  
Prime Minister of Canada  
Office of the Prime Minister  
80 Wellington Street  
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2 

Dear Prime Minister, 

Re: Upcoming Speech from the Throne 

On behalf of Chartered Professional Accountants of Canada (CPA Canada), congratulations on winning a renewed 
government mandate and on your personal victory in Papineau. CPA Canada, which represents the accounting 
profession nationally and more than 217,000 members at home and abroad, believes your government now has 
the opportunity to address issues that Canadians spoke out about during the election.  

CPA Canada advocates for economic and social development in the public interest, and develops leading-edge 
thought leadership, impartial research on current and emerging issues, guidance and educational programs. 
Central to our organization’s mission is advocating on issues in the public interest which matter to Canadians, 
businesses and the economy. We strive to positively contribute to the public policy process in ways that align 
with the Canadian ideal of good business – which values fairness, compassion, inclusiveness and equality in 
cultivating a healthy society and thriving economy. 

Global forces such as climate change, technological disruption and geo-political disorder are impacting the lives 
of Canadians, leaving many people feeling that they are losing control of their own futures. CPA Canada is 
actively engaged in the public policy issues resulting from these drivers of change – issues such as climate 
change mitigation and adaptation, data governance and skills development. During its first mandate, your 
government also prioritized these issues. Canadians need you to maintain this proactive approach of trying to 
shape the future so we are positioned to capitalize on opportunities, and are better able to anticipate and 
prepare for the threats.  

As you move forward with setting the government’s agenda, CPA Canada would like to offer our support for 
moving Canada ahead in four priority areas that we believe are critical to the future of Canada and Canadians. 
These recommendations are drawn from our recent submission to pre-budget consultations by the House of 
Commons Standing Committee on Finance and more information is available in our brief.  
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Address climate change and transition to a clean economy 

The biggest challenge in addressing climate change may be that it requires action from all of us – governments at 
all levels, businesses in all sectors, civil society, and each one of us as citizens and consumers. Such ‘collective 
action’ problems often cause paralysis. However, your government, in partnership with most provinces and 
territories, achieved a significant milestone by agreeing to the Pan-Canadian Framework on Clean Growth and 
Climate Change. We encourage all Canadian governments to continue to build on that framework in a way that 
maintains progress toward addressing climate change, facilitates the transition to a clean economy, and does so 
while providing the continuity and foresight that businesses and investors require. 

For guidance on how to proceed, we strongly suggest a careful read of the report by the Expert Panel on 
Sustainable Finance. The panel’s report, commissioned by Ministers McKenna and Morneau and published in 
June, is the result of extensive consultation and thought. It will be particularly instructive in implementing your 
campaign pledge of achieving net-zero emissions by 2050. 

While most attention understandably has been focused on climate change mitigation, we must also adapt to the 
inevitable effects of a climate that is already changing. There is much good climate change adaptation work 
already being done in numerous jurisdictions across the country. What is missing is a plan. A national adaptation 
plan (NAP) would coordinate the responsibilities of all government jurisdictions while also informing and 
engaging the private sector and civil society in the challenge. The NAPs implemented by several European 
nations and the process developed under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change provide 
valuable guidance for action. 

Prepare for a digital, data-driven world 

Nothing is disrupting the accounting profession more dramatically than the rise of big data and related 
technologies such as artificial intelligence, blockchain and the Internet of Things. Many others in society are 
being similarly impacted. Our ability to innovate and create transformational technologies has outpaced our 
ability to regulate or govern them. That is leading both public sector and private sector leaders from around the 
world to make data governance a key priority. 

These technological developments present both tremendous opportunities and significant challenges for 
Canada. We need to ensure that Canadian businesses operate on a fair and level playing field, Canadian workers 
and consumers need the digital skills to prosper in a digital environment, and Canadians’ privacy and national 
security must be protected. 

Canada’s Digital Charter, unveiled by you and Minister Bains in May, outlines several important steps forward. 
We encourage you to remain committed to those priorities, particularly a review of the Personal Information 
Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA), the Competition Act, and the creation of a data governance 
roadmap. In doing so, we must be mindful that our international partners are trying to address the same 
challenges. 
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Modernize the tax system for all Canadians 

The tax system is one of the most powerful policy levers available for addressing these drivers of change – and 
for ensuring that our business environment remains competitive, that we attract and retain the best and 
brightest minds, and that we achieve sustained economic growth and prosperity for all Canadians.   

All countries need to regularly and comprehensively review their tax systems to make sure they are simple, fair 
for all, efficient, internationally competitive and built for today’s modern economy.  In Canada, more than 50 
years have passed since the last thorough review.  Given the current complexities and inefficiencies, there have 
been widespread calls to take a system-wide look at taxation.  In addition, 81% of Canadians see a 
comprehensive tax review as a priority for the federal government, according to a recent poll conducted by 
Nanos Research on behalf of CPA Canada. 

As trusted advisors on fiscal, economic and business issues, CPA Canada looks forward to continuing to work 
with your government as you strive to deliver on the tax measures outlined in your election platform to help 
Canadians get ahead, entrepreneurs succeed and move the economy forward.  We also strongly encourage you 
to seize the opportunity to take a more systemic, long-term approach to improving tax policy and administration 
through a comprehensive review – led by an expert panel – to bring Canada’s tax system into the 21st century. 

Protect public trust and combat money laundering and tax evasion 

Public trust is being challenged by the complex issue of money laundering. The laundering of the proceeds of 
crime in Canada has impacts on the real estate market, on tax revenues, and on the integrity of our financial 
system and markets.  

CPA Canada has been engaged with the government on ways to strengthen the anti-money laundering regime in 
Canada. We support your government’s commitment to work with interested provinces, territories and 
communities to establish a national approach to beneficial ownership requirements. We urge your government 
to expand its commitment to enhancing existing whistleblowing programs and develop a national framework 
around whistleblowing in the private and public sectors to combat corruption including money laundering. 

* * * 

Global forces such as climate change, technological disruption and geo-political disorder are imposing change on 
Canadians, and change is not an easy or comfortable process. Our profession is seeing that first-hand through 
Foresight, an initiative CPA Canada launched to completely re-imagine the accounting profession. It is the kind of 
radical change that many Canadians will face in the coming years. They are looking to government to help lead 
that change and ensure that it results in a better future. 
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As always, CPA Canada looks forward to working with you and your government to help build that better future 
for all Canadians. 

Sincerely, 

[Original signed by] 

Joy Thomas, MBA, FCPA, FCMA, C.Dir. 
President & CEO 

Encl. 
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