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Grades 4 & 5 : Pet Shop
SPEAKER’S NOTES

Learning objective:
To better understand the level of responsibility and commitment required of pet ownership. To 
be aware that unforeseen situations can occur when owning a pet and it’s important to be ready 
when they do.

Introduction and Lesson Set-up
• Before beginning the lesson, make sure you have set up the Pet Fact Sheets and the Pet

Shop Item Cards at the front of the classroom. (Note, Pet Shop Item Cards should be
organized by theme (i.e. Habitat, Food, Vet, Accessories and Toys).

 — CPA stands for Chartered Professional Accountant.
 — Accountants work with numbers to help keep businesses honest and successful.
 — There are more than 210,000 CPAs across Canada.
 — Some CPAs work in accounting firms, while others work in industries like entertainment,

sports, non-profit and many more.
 — Depending on the job, CPAs can be responsible for making sure a business’s financials add 

up, developing plans and policies and managing budgets.
• Briefly outline the structure of the lesson plan and what they can expect for the next

60 minutes.
• Introduction should only take five minutes.

Pet Shop Introduction
• Start the discussion by asking the class who owns pets, what kind of pets they have, what

their pets names are. If students do not have pets, then ask them what type of pet they
would want and why.  This will not only engage the class but will keep their pet or dream pet
top of mind throughout the discussion and activity.

• Then, take approximately five minutes to get to know the class and assess how familiar they
are with the concept of Responsibility and Commitment. Do this by asking the following
questions:

 — Can anyone define responsibility?
 — What are some of the responsibilities you have right now?
 — Can anyone define commitment?
 — What is a need?
 — What is a want?
 — What are some needs of humans?
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 — What are some needs of pets?
• Possible answers:

 — Responsibility – having a duty to deal with something or having control over someone
(or something) 

 — Commitment – being dedicated to something
 — Need – something that is necessary to live
 — Want – something that is desired but is not something you need
 — People Needs – Food, Shelter, Water, etc. 
 — Pet Needs – Food, Shelter, Water. Exercise, Owners

Tip! While students are calling out answers to needs, make two columns on the board (in a 
“T -chart”, write “Needs of People” on one side and “Needs of Pets” on the other side. This is 
used to show the similarities and differences between the needs of humans and pets. Stress 
that pets need humans to make sure their needs are met.

Group Activity – Pet Shop
• The goal is to determine the best pet for each child based on their lifestyle. Additionally,

students will assess how much it would cost to own that pet for both first year and the
years after.

Part 1
• Distribute Scenarios (child profiles) to each group (6 groups, one child profile each group).
• Hand out the worksheet - How much will my pet cost? (One worksheet per group)
• Hand out one bristol board to each group (this will be their version of a “cart” at a real pet

shop).
• Draw attention to Pet Fact Sheets at the front of the class.
• Each group must read through their child profile scenario and come to the front of the

class to look through the Pet Fact Sheets to determine which pet is the best match for the
child in their story – this may be best to do one group at a time (give them 10 minutes to
do this).

• Once they choose an animal, the group can take the Pet Fact Sheet for the animal back to
their group to read through and discuss.

• The Pet Fact Sheet has details about the animal and its lifestyle, summarizing its needs.

Tip! Be mindful of what students are choosing. If they are having difficulty choosing, help 
them choose properly if they are having difficulty, however, coach them to pick the matching 
pet themselves.   

Part 2
• Set up Pet Shop Item cards at the front of the class.
• The groups then look through the Pet Shop Item cards, pulling out the cards they need for

their pet (almost as if the deck of cards is the hypothetical “pet shop” and they are walk-
ing through the aisles picking up what they need and putting it in their cart.). Their “cart”
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is their bristol board, and they stick each Item card which represents the “items” their pet 
needs on their board. Note: it may be best to do one group at a time (but be mindful of 
timing). Please see Pet Shop Answer Key for an example of card groupings. 

• Each group should name their pet.
• Each group should do the math, adding up all the costs for the first year, and the year

after.

Tip! Walk around the groups at this point to see what groups picked and how they are add-
ing up the costs. 

• Presentations
 — Each group must present their board including:

» Brief story about how they knew what pet was best for their child
» Pet’s name

» What are their pet’s needs and what they bought for them

» How much will the total cost be in the first year and after year 1
 — Pet Secret Situation Cards (Note: These are to remain secret to students until this part 

in the activity.) 
• After a group presents, have them pick the corresponding Pet Secret Situation card (i.e.

Dog - your dog gets an ear infection). Have them read the card to the class and ask them
how they would handle this new situation and where they will find the budget, if neces-
sary. (This will teach students that unforeseen situations can occur when owning a pet and
it’s important to be ready when they do.)

Group Activity – Take-up and Discussion

Part 3
• After all the presentations, tell class to work through Part 3 (discussion) part on their

worksheets (give them 10 minutes to do this)
• Discuss their answers with the class.
• Ask the class what they learned from the activity. Please see Pet Shop Answer Key for

possible answers.
• Some questions to ask:

 — Are they shocked at the price of a pet?
 — Was there anything that surprised them about owning a pet?

• Answer any additional questions they may have.
• Relax, have fun and don’t be afraid to add your personality into your presentation!.

Additional Discussion – Responsibility 
• Take a few moments to reiterate the concept of responsibility and commitment:

 — Ask students what they learned about responsibility from the group activity
 — What are the responsibilities of owning a pet?
 — Review the definition of commitment.
 — What are the financial commitments of owning a pet?
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 — Discuss other options for pet ownership. 
• Examples:

 — Pet adoption – ask if anyone in the class has adopted a pet
 — Fostering – temporarily caring for pets such a rotating role in caring for a classroom

pet. Local shelters and rescue group look for foster parents to help care for an animal 
who is in need of special care or for preparation of adoption.

 — Volunteering – help an elderly, busy or vacationing neighbor by feeding or walking their 
pets.

Closing
• Ask students what they learned and what they will remember from the presentation and

answer any questions they may have.
• Reinforce the learning objective: To better understand the level of responsibility and com-

mitment required of pet ownership. To be aware that unforeseen situations can occur when
owning a pet and it’s important to be ready when they do.

General Classroom Tips
• Have a school staff member present at all times during presentation; they are helpful in

keeping the classroom under control.
• Stay organized.
• Stay on time.
• Listen to the students – they often can help guide the natural flow of conversation.
• Relax, have fun and don’t be afraid to add your personality into your presentation!
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