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How much will a pet cost?
1. Look through the animals to determine which pet is the best match for your kid. 

Write down the kid’s name and the animal. Don’t forget to name the animal too!  
Connor - dog
Ari - horse
Lizzy  - hamster
Alex - fish
Sam  - gecko
Jenna - cat

2.   Go to the “Pet shop”. Pick up what the pet needs. Calculate the cost in Year 1 and 
after Year 1.
Suggested Groupings for Pet Shop Item Cards

ANIMAL HABITAT FOOD VET ACCESSORIES TOYS

Dog Dog bed; 
Crate; 

Dog kibble Spay/neuter; 
Check-up 
once a year 

Leash; Collar & ID 
tag; Dog treats 

Dog toys 

Horse Stables at 
home; Public 
Stables; 
Stable 
equipment;

Grains and 
hay

Twice a year Riding 
equipment; 
Riding classes 

N/A

Hamster Small Rodent 
Cage; Small 
Rodent 
Hideaway; 
Rodent 
Wood Chips

Hamster 
food pellets 

Once/
lifetime

Hamster food 
bowl; Water 
Bottle; 

Hamster 
chew toys 
Hamster ball; 
Hamster 
wheel; 

Betta Fish 10 litre tank; 
Gravel;

Fish food 
flakes 

N/A pH testing kit; 
thermometer; 
Water heater 

Water, plants 
& caves; 

Gecko 20 litre Tank; 
rocks, logs, 
plants; Heat 
lamp;

Meal worms Check-up 
once a year

Thermometer; 
Gecko treats

N/A

Cat Litter box; 
Cat litter; 
Cat carrier

Cat food Spay/neuter; 
Check-
uponce a 
year

Catnip & cat 
treats 

Cat toys; Cat 
scratching 
post

Note: these groupings are meant to be a suggestion and can vary depending on the group
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3.  Let’s discuss...
•  Do you notice a difference in cost between Year 1 and the years after? Explain.

For most animals in the activity, Year 1 will be more expensive than the years after.  
This is due to initial costs of setting up habitat, vet bills (spaying/neutering,  
initial vaccinations), etc.

• What other things do you think the pet may need?

Students may suggest other items that can be bought for animals  
(e.g. medicine, obedience).

• If the pet lived to be its maximum age, how much would it cost you in total?

This will vary for each animal (answers will be based on the amounts on the  
Pet Shop Item Cards).

•  Based on the care of the pet, what are the responsibilities required to care for the pet? 

Students should explain how they will use the Pet Shop Item Cards to care for  
their pet and why they are important.




